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A  SERMON, 


DELIVERED  AT  SHEFFIELD, 


Oil  Iho  First  SabbuSli  in  Jaimary,  1839, 


V.'nil    nEFEREN'CE   TO  TUP- 


OF  rilE  AUTHOR'S  SETTLE3IENT  IX  THAT  PLACE. 


15V  JAITll^S  in.(LAJM^ilJttJ^r^ 

FASJl'DR  OF  TUl-;  CONCRlilGATlONAL  CHURCn. 


:piTTsri;EiiD  : 

I'^INTL'D  UY  rillVeTlAS  ALLEN  AND  ^ON- 


NOTE. 

This  Discourse  is  givon  to  the  public  in  compliance  with  a  request  from 

A  COMMITTEE   OF  THE  ClIUIlCH. 


A  REVIEW  OF  THE  PAST. 


ECCLESIASTES  iii-  15. 
God  rcquirufh  that  whit^h  i:i  past. 

If  indeed,  tis  the  pious  poet  lias  well  said,  " 'Tis 
greatly  wise  to  talk  with  our  past  liours^  and  ask 
them  what  report  they  hore  to  heaven,"  surely  it  is 
the  part  ol*  wisdom  to  review  our  p^ist  years^  and 
en([uir(^  what  is  thriv  reeord  eoneernini;*  us  in  the 
renieml)ranre  of  Him  from  wliojn  we  received  them, 
and  who  will  require  theni  all  nt  o\ir  lumds.  The 
past,  my  friends,  tlie  p(tst^  ah  !  it  is  not,  as  too  oft- 
en innig'ined,  it  is  not  vanished  nnd  annihilated  as 
a  dream  when  one  awaketh.  With  all  its  Idessings, 
and  privileges,  and  warnings,  the  pust  is  in  the  eye 
of  iiod  as  though  it  were  present;  and  shall  return 
again,  arid  he  exhihited  hel'ore  his  thronr.  where 
we  shall  all  he  assemhled  to  meet  it,  answer  for  it, 
and  receive  according  to  its  testimony. 

Tlie  stream  of  life  has  home  us  all,  through  va^i 
rious  scones,  steadily  and  directly  towards  the  close 
of  time  and  the  awjii'ds  of  erernily.     ^V C  ha\e  just 
closed,  not  only  another  //67/rof  our  short  and  un 

!l  ■  ^ 


certain  pilgTimagc  on  earth,  butliave  also  recently 
come  to  the  close  of  ttveuty-Jive  years  since  the 
connexion  between  this  church  and  peoph'  nnd  their 
present  minister  was  consnnMnated  and  is  it  not 
well  to  .i^i-asp  a  few  fleeting  moments,  and  drv^te 
them  to  a  serious  review  of  the  past,  to  an  extnii- 
ination  of  the  report  which  this  considera!)le  por- 
tion of  our  short  life  has  faithfully  and  in^partially 
borne  ta  heaven  ?  ^'  God  reqninih  that  which  is 
past  :"  were  it  not  so,  then  ilu)  past  might  be  bu- 
ried in  oblivion,  and  no  essential  injury  acciaie  to 
lis.  But  God,  from  tvhom  we  have  received  exist- 
ence, and  every  blessing,  and  to  whom  we  are  ac- 
countable, "  God  requires  the  past  iiwiX  inwrnXcV" 
c&ts  for  eternity  are  inevhably  involved  in  our  re- 
gard to  it.     With  deep  attention,  then,  let  us  now 

1.  I^eview  the  past. 

God,  the  infinite  Spirit,  orders  and  controls  the 
allairs  of  men  aceordincc  to  the  dictates  ol*  his  un-^ 
fathomable  wisdom  and  holiness.  In  our  review, 
therefore,  >je  are  not  to  lay  an  undue  stress  upon 
our  own  wisdom  and  exertions,  nor  [attribute  to 
our  friends  and  enemies  the  good  and  evil  of  which 
they  have  been  only  instrumental.  Nor  has  for- 
tuiu%  or  chance^  ov  accident  any  thing  to  do  in  our 
conerrns  :  l>ut  these,  so  far  us  th<^v  hav(^  }iiiy  inean- 
ing,  are  only  names  for  tlie  indijinublc  operations 


^  October  13th,  1813.  The  want  of  health  picvcnlod  the  p?'cpajation  aud 
(lelivcj-y  of  this  Discourse  in  Oclolior,  V^"}^. 
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oj'  Blvhie  Vvnvhleiicc.    It  is  true  indeed  tliat  ^-  A 
"  iiuin's  lienrt  deviseth  his  way,  hwi  the  Lord Axw^vt- 
eth  his  steps."    "  Kvery  <i;o()d  gift,  and  every  per- 
Icet  girt  is  from  ahinw^  and  c  onictli  down  from 
lh(  Fidhn-  of  li-lus:' 

Cod  }}tiidc  us,  aisd  not  v,  e  ours^elves  :  and  he  ina<^o 

vitlioiuil^  thus  rUi\;ith!g  us  ahove  ail  liis  other 
creatures  on  earth  ;  and  hnmorlnl,  destining  us  to 
a  move  exalted  existenee  in  anotlser  worhl,  eajtaljh) 
of  know  ing,  sej  vii^p;,  nwd  enjiiying  him  forever 

The  time  of  our  bir  II  when  means  of  instruc- 
tion, and  lor  the  altaintnent  of  useful  knowledge, 
were  NO  ahuiuhuit  in  the  workl,  is  worthy  ol'  spe- 
cial notice  :  and  the  place  ol*  our  hirth  too,  in  tliis 
land  of  civil  liljerty,  and  literary  light,  w  ith  all  the  « 
facilities  for  the  impr<5\ enient  (jf  the  mind,  and 
preparation  for  usefulness  and  enjt)yiuent.  that  we 
could  reasonahly  desire 

Our  pvesevv  dioii^  during  the  feeh!e  and  helpless 
state  of  infancy,  in  ^^hieh  so  uiany  tender  buds  are 
blighted,  and  w  hich  so  nn?ny  myriads  ne\  ('r  sur\  ive, 
is  a  distinguishing  favor  from  ISim  iu  whom  'mvc 
aU  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being."  In  the 
season  of  giddy  childhood,  and  hec^dless  ^outh,  and 
all  the  way  onwaid  to  the  [jrescjit  time,  has  (iod 
preserved  anJ  sustained  us  ;  I'escuing  us  fro.ui  un- 
seen daiigers;  deliveriii-f;  from  e\|}08ures  ;  shield- 
ing^us  froui  diseases,  and  recovering  us  from  th' ir 
fata!  influence  ;  continuing  to  us  our  reason  ;  sup- 
plying us  with  gi-nuine  and  sleadi'ast  iViends  ;  and 
Jroni  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  providing 

(I 
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for  our  returning  wants,  with  more  than  a  parent'rs 
assiduity,  liberality,  kindness  and  care. 

If  we  consider  in  wliat  a  dijing  7twrlil  we  live, 
we  shall  he  amazed  at  the  distinguishing  goodness 
of  God  in  sparing  us.  while  so  many  have  been  re- 
moved, on  every  side  of  us. 

*•  Death  rides  on  every  passing-  breeze, 
"  And  lurks  in  every  ilower  ; 
•*  Each  season  has  ity  own  diseat^o, 
"  Its  peril  every  hour" — . 

and  still  we  live. 

Amoiig  ourselves  deatli  has  not  ceased  his  w  ork 
a  single  year  since  w  e  were  born,  and  but  seldom 
a  single  month.  Here  the  tyrant  has  triumphed 
over  the  aged  and  the  young,  the  prcKsperous  and 
the  adverse,  the  virtuous  and  tlie  vicious,  laying  his 
victims  promiscuously  in  tUi-  dust.  Oh  !  what  nu- 
merous monuments  rise  ()\  er  the  cold  bosoms  that 
once  beat  high  with  aOl  e(ion  for  us  ;  over  those 
who  shared  our  fi-iendship,  our  counsels,  our  pur- 
suits, our  sorrows,  {indinirjoys  ! 

During  the  lastyeai*  only,  tliirtii-niue  of  our  kin- 
dred and  acquaintance  here  liave  been  numbered 
with  the  deati  :  and  dui'ing  the  i7venty-Jive  yt'urs 
pdsl^  seven  hundred  and  Jifleen^  outol'a  popul'jtion 
of  about  two  thousand  and  five  hnudved^  have 
passed  away  into  the  unseen  world.  There  is  not 
a  neighborln  od,  nor  but  a  very  few  faniilies,  in  this 
place,  in  which  I  ha\e  not  been  called  Xu  olliciate 
on  funeral  ocinisions  :  in  many  ni'igliborho()(ls^  I 
have  been  verv  often,  ami  often  in  the  same  i'ami- 
lies.    Of  these  seven  hundred  and  lil'teen,  eiLi^hlij- 
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nine  were  persons  of  color  :  three  linndred  and  sia:^ 
lij'Sicv  were  males^  and  three  iiundred  and  J'orty* 
nine  were  females^  Under  one  year  of  age  were 
eighty-four  ;  between  one  and  ten  were  one  hundred 
and  thirty  f we ;  bettveen  ten  and  ttventy  wan' fifty- 
one  ;  bettveen  ttventy  and  thirty  were  si^tyfive  ; 
bettveen  tliirty  and  forty  were  siaHy  ;  bettveen  for- 
ty and  fifty  were  forty-seven  ;  bettveni  fifty  and 
sixty  wiiVii  fovty -eight ;  bettveen  sixty  and  seventy 
■Nvere  seventy-nine  ;  belrveen  seventy  and  eighty 
"were  eighty-ltvo  ;  belivccn  eighty  and  ninety  were 
fifty  ;  bettveen  ninety  and  one  hundred  were  ttvelve  ; 
and  over  one  hundred  ^vere  itvo.^'  The  average 
number  of  deaths  annutilly  is  a  little  more  than 
itveniy-eight.  The  greatest  number  that  have  died 
in  any  one  year^  for  twenty-five  years  past,  h  fifty- 
six  ;  which  was  in  isl  L  the  first  year  of  my  min- 


*  One  of  these  was  a  female  of  color,  rcKpccling  whom  liltlo  is  known.  I'ho 
other  was  Mrs  Sarah  Smith,  tlio  widow  of  Deucon  Ebenezer  SuiitJi.  She  was 
born  in  Boston,  Mass.  She  died  the  G'th  of  January,  1822,  at  the  advanced 
ago  of  one  hundred  and  two  years  and  four  munihs.  Siio  settled  here  under 
the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  l\Ir.  llulibard.  the  fir.st  Pastor  of  this  ('hureli,  mid  iiv- 
«;d  cii^ht  ye.aVH  aftfr  the  settlement  of  the  present  I'aator  ;  during  \vhi(.h  limu 
i.he  Irequently  altttnded  jjubiic  ordiniuux's  at  tho  Sanctuary,  She  was  u  pro. 
lessor  of  religion  nioro  than  seventy  years  ;  and  to  those  wlio  were  best  ae 
quaintcd  witii  her  daily  walk  and  conversation,  she  appeared  a  devoted  chris- 
tian, *'  shining  brighter  and  brighter  to  the  perfect  day."  On  tho  expiration  of 
an  hundred  years  from  her  birth,  which  was  on  tho  18th  of  September,  1819, 
tlio  Pastor  preached  an  upjiropriato  Sermon  at  her  residence,  at  which  time  slni 
appeared  a  remarkable  instance,  not  only  of  mental  vigor,  but  of  genuine  do. 
votedness  to  God  ;  ardently  desiring,  but  culmly  waiting,  for  a  glorious  entrance 
into  rcbt  ;  c.\pecting  it  only  throu;;-li  the  inllnite  atonement  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  On  this  interesting  occasion  many  were  ready  to  tsn}'  of  tiiis  aged  and 
eminent  christian — 

""  Thco  wc  congratulate  :  cojitent, 

Should  propitiou,;  heaven  design, 
**  Jiife  for  us  as  wisely  spent,  > 
*♦  'J'hougU  but  haJj  the  length  of  thine." 
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istry.  In  that  year  a  ratal  epidemic  prevailed  in 
tliis  town  and  vieinity.  Many  were  hnrried  away 
by  death  in  a  very  unusual  niiunier:  nnnihei  s  iVom 
the  same  neighhorhoo?!,  and  two  or  three  ironv  the 
same  family  in  rapnl  snreession.  (jireat  alarna  and 
soheitnde  at  this  time  pervaded  the  puhlie  mind  ; 
and  ill  view  of  this  desolatinu;  jnd^*ment,on  the  23d 
of  ^lareh,  in  aecordaneo  witli  a  previous  vote  of  the. 
Church,  they  assejJihied  in  the  house  of  laod,  with 
their  lamiiies  and  many  of  t.he  peoplr,  and  spent 
the  day  in  Ikumiiiatiim  and  pra>er  :  and,  account 
for  it  tis  we  may,  it  is  a  tact,  that  fioin  thai  iimi\ 
the  plaj^aie  was  stayed,  and  the  voice  of  health  a- 
gain  jienerally  heard  in  <Hir  hahitations  The  least 
unmhcr  of  dcdllis  in  any  one  year  was  sixi  Ki^iV, 
and  that  in  the  year  18  li).  llic  loii^eyt  ficaHoii  in 
wIdcJi,  durinj^'  the  last  twenty-five  yeai's,  (licvr  lias 
heen  no  instance  of  nwrlallly  unionij;  us,  is  three 
months  and  fourteen  daijs,  viz  fi-om  the  28th  of 
May  to  the  11th  of  September,  1821. 

Within  the  twenty  five  years  past  ninely-one 
membc^rs  of  the  Church,  including  three  Deacons.'^^ 
liave  here  finished  their  earthly  pilgrimage.  As 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertaiiu  d,  of  the  eii!,hly-fn->e  be- 
longing to  this  Church  at  the  tinn^  of  my  settle- 
mcni,  hul  hvnd ji Jlvr  ycl  ri'uniin  alivi%  and  hut  e- 
Irvrn  are  non^  living;  antoui;'  i/.s,  and  seven  ovdy  of 
(Inv^r,  including  (wo  DeacuuH,  ari^able  to  he  abroad 


*  Aaron  Foot,  who  died  in  18-22  ;  Jonathan  Hubbard,  aon  of  tho  iirsit  Tub'- 
if>U  ^'Uo  died  iu  18ii5  ;  and  Uoamor  K'oIIo^rj.,  ^^ho  diod  in 
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aild  meet  us  ia  our  iissemhlics  ;  and  all  of  these 
eleven  are  close  on  the  verge  of  the  grave.  Of  the 
seven  hundred  and  fifteen  deaths,  ahoul  thirty  have 
transpired  under  eircnmstanees  jjeeuliarly  afilict- 
ing.  Three  have  died  iustuntlij  ;  liave  been 
suddenly  killed  ;  four  have  died  in  consequenee  of 
clothes  takirg  fire  ;  three  hy  bein^^  scalded  ;  five 
have  been  drowned  ;  tivo  were  found  dead  in  the 
field  ;  three  ward  found  dead  ia  llu  ir  bed  ;  one  was 
killed  by  the  hand  of  anoiher  ;  aiid  three,  deju  ived 
of  the  regular  exercise  of  tlicir  icason,  were  re- 
moved by  thciv  own  acr 

Another  thing,  culiarl}  intoresling,  and  ad- 
monitory to  myself,  at  k^ast,  I  wonld  not  |)ass  un- 
noticed. On  the  council  for  my  ordination,  there 
were  twelve  pastors  of  (Unirches,  all  hut  oneof  this 
County  *  Four  only  oT  tlicse  twelve  ure  yet  liv- 
ing ;  and  hut  two'\  sustain  the  places  they  had  at 
the  time  of  my  settlement. 

Now  amidst  so  many  instances  of  mortality,  and 
so  many  of  dilferent  ages  luid  c«»nditi()ns,  how  won- 
derful is  it  that  7ve  IvcWe  not  heen  ol*  thr  numlier! 
Who  hut  Cod  has  made  us  to  difl'er  from  those  who 
have  gone  hefore  us  to  tiu'ir  fmal  acconnt? 

But  our  review  of  the  past  must  not  he  limited 
to  the  consideration  of  creating  and  pref^erving* 
goodness  ;  it  should  extend  also  especially  to  the 

*  Dr  Stephen  West,  Moses  Bradford  of  New  Humpsli  re,  Jacob  Catlin,  Al. 
v;in  Ilvdo,  **I;unucl  Shopard,  Levi  White,  Ei)unezor  lonningH,   Elijah  Wheeler, 
"  ^uhCiili  L.  Mills,  'I'hoiniis  ruiulerson,  Joseph  W.  Dow,  Sy'veHtor  Burt. 

t  Dr.  Shepurd,  of  Lenox,  wlio  has  boon  settled  tlicro  forty.three  years,  last  A- 
pril  ;  und  JMr.  Mills,  of  liockot,  who  was  ordained  thiriy.two  years  u^jo,  last  June, 
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contemplation  of  those  hlesmigs  which  Jlow  only 
through  the  instrument  a  IHy  of  the  Gospel,  and 
Gospel  institutions. 

The  first  settlcM'S  of  tliis  town,  which  was  pur- 
chased of  the  natives  in  1724,  and  incorporatcti  in 
1733,  were  descendants  oi  the  pilji;i'ini  Iktherh,  and 
possessed  of  tiieir  spirit  ;  and  thry  made  it  their 
grand  object  to  provide  for  the  public  worship  of 
God,  and  the  stated  prearhin?^^  of  liis  word-  At 
their  jflrsi  town  meetinii;,  hohlen  on  the  16th  of 
January,  1733,  they  voted  to  erect  a  meeting-house 
and  employ  a  preacher  :  a  preacher  was  immedi- 
ately and  constantly  employed,  and  the  meeting- 
house was  built  in  1735.  In  the  same  year,  one 
hundred  and  three  years  ago  the  22d  of  October 
last,  a  Church  was  first  oi<.^anized  here,  with  Dan- 
iel Kellogg  and  Philip  ('aiiendar  its  deacons  and 
at  the  same  time  Mr.  Jon>than  Hubbard  was  con- 
secrated as  the  first  pastor,  by  an  ecclesiastical 
council  of  ministers  and  delegates  from  the  then 
neighboring  churches,  viz.  from  Litchfield  and  En* 
field  in  Connecticut,  and  from  Springflidd.  North- 
ampton and  Sunderland  in  IMassjichusetts.f  The 


*  Tho  wife  of  Done  KulJogg  was  tho  daughter  of  Ohadiiili  Noblo,  of  Wc;:.t- 
ficld,  tho  fubt  whito  man  who  came  to  rcijiilo  in  {Shcliiuld.  lie  fjpcnt  tlio  fnai 
winter  of  his  rosidcnco  here  with  no  othor  aBsoeiates  than  tho  Indians.  In  tlie 
spring  he  went  back  to  Westfiold  ;  and  in  Juno  he  returned,  bringing  with  hiru 
this  daughter,  who  was  the  first  while  tvoman  thai  came  into  the  town.  Slio 
travelled  from  Westfield,  more  than  40  miles,  when  about  16  years  of  age,  on 
horseback,  bringing  a  bed  with  her  ;  and  t-pent  one  night  in  tho  wilderness,  in 
what  is  now  tho  oast  part  of  Tyringliaiu. 

1  Tmiotiiy  Cobona  of  Litchtiuld,  Tolor  UeynoMa  of  Enlioid,  Samuol  nu|,;*.w 
of  Springfield,  Jonathan  Edwards  of  Noithamptou,  aiul  WiiliaiuRanU  of  Suu- 
tlcrlaud,  wcro  tho  Fusturd  on  tbia  Couu^il. 


I       sentiments  embraced  hy  the  church,  and  inculcat- 
j        ed  by  their  spiritual  teachers,  at  the  first  settU*ment 
!        of  tlie  town,  were  strictly  evungrUcttl  :  virtually 
!       such  as  have  been  for  many  years,  and  are  now, 
I        embodied  in  our  coiifession  of  faith.    After  about 
I        twentii'iiine  years  from  his  settlement,  the  Rev. 
I       Mr.  Hui)bard,  having  been  dismissed  irom  his  pas- 
tornl  connexion  bui  a  few  months,  was  numbered 
'        with  the  dead,  viz.  on  the  6th  of  July,  1765.  Be- 
fore bis  decease,  for  the  bettej;  accommodation  of 
I        tlie  peoj>le,  a  new  meetinj^'-house  was  erected,  lar- 
!       ger,  more  comnmdious,  and  more  central  than  the 
I        first,  near  the  spot  on  which  this  house  now  stands. 
J        Althougli  the  church  and  people  were  destitute  of 
a  settled  minister  about  seven  year.^  next  succeed- 
ing Mr.  nu[»bard's decease,  yet  they  were  not  with- 
out the  regular  administratitjn  of  tlie  word  and  or- 
^       dinances.    On  the  10th  of  June,  1772,  Mr.  John 
!        Keep  was  ordained  jiustor  of  this  church  ;  but  his 
I        ministry  was  continued  only  about  twelve  years, 
he  being  removed  by  death  September  3d,  1785, 
in  the  36th  ^ear  of  his  age.    Still  religious  insti- 
tutions were  sustained  ;  and  in  May,  1791,  the 
Rev    l^phraim  Judson  w;is  installed  as  the  third 
minister  :  he  died  on  the  28d  of  February,  1813, 
in  the  77th  year  of  his  age,  and  the  23d  of  his 
ministry.     The  next  wet^k  after  Mr.  Judson's  bu- 
rial, the  present  pastor  of  tlie  chuich,  by  the  very 
mvsterious  operations  of  Divine  Providence,  was 
led  to  this  place  to  preai  h  ;  and  was  ordained  on 
the  13th  of  October,  1813  -  and,  "having  ob- 
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taisKM!  lic'lp  of  Cod,  he  continues  to  tliis  day." 

Prompted,  it  is  bi  Sieved,  by  an  increasing  regard 
to  religious  institiEtions,  the  people,  in  the  jenr 
1819.  at  the  expense  of  more  than  four  thousand 
dollars,  removed,  enlai'ged,  and  extensively  repair- 
ed tliis  house  ;  beautiiying  it,  and  rendering  it  mucli 
more  convenient  than  before,  by  the  addition  of  a 
stee[)Se  and  bell.* 

fin  reviewin;**  the  past,  we  jierceive  tliat  ?a>f  one 
minister  settled  here^  for  the  space  of  more  than 
one  hundred  ye  rrs,  'has  been  sent  mvay  from  this  ' 
people^  or  fell  hhnself  necessitated  to  leave  them. 
The  llrsl  minister  inde(  d,  being  advanced  in  years, 
was  dificouneeted  from  his  pastoral  relation  a  few 
mpnfhs  previous  lo  his  decease  ;  but  he  found  no 
occasion  to  h'ave  the  phice  :  and  his  remains  lie 
here,  among  those  of  your  fatliers,  kindred  and 
friends  ;  and  so  do  those  of  the  second  minister  ; 
aiid  so  do  those  of  the  third  :  they  have  all  lived, 
and  labored  and  died  here  ;  and  the  present  minis- 
ter has  been  conhnued  till  his  eyes  begin  to  grow 
dim,  and  his  head  is  evidently  blossoming  for  the 
tomb  Whetlu  r  this  very  sin^^ular  fact  testifies 
any  thing  in  favor  of  the  ministers  or  not,  sure  1 
am  its  te  stimony  is  much  in  iavor  of  the  church 
-  and  peojde  here.  It  ailbrds  evidence  most  clear 
and  undeniable,  that  they  have  not  been  disputa- 
tious, and  contentious,  and  given  to  change  ;  but 


*  TIk!  puoplo  hero  transacted  their  ecclesiastical  concerns,  as  a  town,  illl  1825  > 
since  that  tiino,  us  a  matter  of  coiivonioncc,  thoy  havo  transacted  them  as  a 
Society, 
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tliat,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  hee?n  quiet,  forbear- 
ing, and  stable  :  and  it  is  believed  that  this  has 
now  become  a  habit  so  \v(  11  fixed,  tliat  the  nea^t 
minister  here,  and  it  may  be,  all  succeeding  min- 
isters, will  also  have  it  to  say,  that  no  pastor  of  the 
church  in  8h(  ffifld  was  sent  elsewliere  to  spend 
his  last  days,  and  find  his  grave.  , 

Nor  should  it  be  overlooked,  that,  though  the 
church  has  been  instituted  here  more  tluni  one 
hundred  ijears^  and  the  populatioii  for  forty  years 
past^  at  least,  has  l>een  oinr  two  ihousaud^  spread 
over  a  territory  about  ei^ht  miles  Ions;  ^^id  sia; 
hroad^  and  many  havt^  been  subjected  to  considera- 
ble inconvenience  in  attending  public  woi'ship  at 
the  centre,  yet  no  circumstances,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  church  and  people,  have  made  it  necessary, 
or  expedient,  to  divide^  ereet  a  separate  place  of 
wornhip^  and  support  an  additional  teacher.  ^\  hat- 
ever,  at  any  time,  may  have  been  the  wishes  or  de- 
signs oP  some^  in  years  gone  by,  or  whatever  incip-  . 
lent  measures  have  been  taken,  relative  to  a  divis- 
ion, all  have  l)een  so  ov  rruletl,  in  the  good  provi- 
dence ol  God,  that  it  has  never  been  eflected. — 
This  is  another  remarkable  fad  in  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal history  of  this  church  and  people,  hardly  an 
instance  like  it  existing  in  all  New-Kngland,  if  in 
all  the  land  :  on  the  contrary,  most  towns  of  the 
dimensioi^s  and  poj)ulation  of  this,  having  too,  and 
some  three^  and  others  /Viur  separate  places  of  wor- 
ship ;  and  yet,  in  many  of  them,  not  one  vigorous, 
nourishing  society* 


Look  now  at  tlie  sahilary  iirjlnence  of  rdigwns 
institutions  continued  here  so  uninterruptedly  lor 
more  than  a  century.  Contemplate  this  iiifluenco 
only  in  relation  to  present  enjoyment  in  ^reneral. 
Survey  a  moment  tlie  state  of  thin*»\s,  with  reler- 
ence  to  this  pai'tieuhir,  in  th»ise  portions  of  the 
world  wliere  these  institutions  are  not  possessed. 
Look  upon  -Vsia,  with  its  hundreds  of  inillions  of 
inhahitants  ;  upon  the  interior  ol'  Africa  ;  upon 
the  wilds  ol' North  and  South- A  nierica  ;  and  upon 
many  of  the  islands  ol'  the  si  as,  all  ol*  which  are 
filh^d,  not  with  Gospel  institutions,  hut  with  a  stu- 
pid and  di^rAsiw^  i  do  tat  nj,  \nd  look  on  I  urkey, 
and  Palestine,  and  Pei'si  i,  ainl  Ei-ypt,  and  Arahin, 
and  a  portion  of  Vfrica,  under  tlie  iron  rei<^Mi  of 
JMolianunedun  imposture.  And  look  upon  Spain, 
and  Portugal,  and  France,  and  Italy,  a  portion  of 
Germany,  8outh-A  fuerica,  nnd  nnmy  other  |)ortions 
of  the  world,  where  tlie  delusion  of  Popety  pre- 
vails ;  a  delusion  almost  as  deep  and  degriidin^*' as 
that  which  reigns  ovej*  the  regions  of  Mahometan- 
ism,  or  of  heathenism  even.  Or  look  at  New-Or- 
leans in  Louisian  J,  or  Vickshurgh  in  Mississippi, 
or  any  othei'  place  where  the  jndigion  of  the  lliblo 
is  generally  conteuHu  d.  and  its  institutions  are  dis- 
regarded.* In  all  such  places  ignorance  and  vice, 
and  wvetclicdnesH  thoir  .nifailing  associate,  i-eign,  in 
an  awful  measure  unchecked  and  unrehuKed.  The 


*  "  W^aitcr,  bvin|r  my  bu<r<i;i}To,"  said  u  guu.st  at  an  Inn  in  Now-Orloans. 
Wlicrc,  and  xohat  is  your  L>a(»-nrag(.,  air  ?"        It  is  under  my  [ullow  ;  thrcs 
IHituls,  a  pack  of  cards,  a  boivic  knife,  and  one  s/iirl.^' 
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laws  even,  w  here  laws  exist,  are  unavailing  :  for  it 
is  a  truth,  that  the  inlliienee  of  human  laws,  with 
all  their  sanetions  and  penalties,  wilhont  relii^ioUj 
cannot  efleetuallv  restrain  men  :  ohservation  and 
experience  in  all  ages  and  |>laees  hear  testimony  to 
this.  And  now,  what  true  enjoyment,  think  ye, 
enjoyment  suilabSe  for  a  rational  heing,  is  to  be 
had  where  sneh  a  state  of  things  prevails  ?  And 
why  do  7VC  difiier,  as  jnost  nmjnestionahly  we  do, 
relative  to  onv  eiijoijin(;ids^  iVpm  these  portions  of 
our  world  and  of  our  OAvn  eountry  even,  unless  it 
be  through  the  salutary  inlluenee  of  religious  in- 
stitutions ?  By  this  iiiiluenee  tlie  mind  is  enlight- 
ened, the  unhallowed  passions  are  restrained,  and 
reason  and  eonseienee  are  [permitted  to  sway  the 
conduct  oi'  men  one  towards  another  :  and,  while 
it  turns  them  from  the  uni'estrained  in(hilgence  of 
their  e()rru|)t  pro jjensi ties,  it  prom|)ts  them  to  self- 
respect,  to  indusdy  and  sobriety,  to  kindness  and 
good-will  towards  each  other,  and  thus,  in  modes 
innumerable,  greatly  promotes  and  perpetuates 
their  enjoyments. 

This  too  promotes  prospentij  in  the  common 
purHiiits  of  life.  Ordinai  ily  a  i)eople  wlio  sustain 
religious  institutions  thrive  faster^  on  the  whole, 
uccumuhite  more  (d'lhis  wcnld's  goods, other  things 
being  equal,  notwithstanding  all  the  expense  of 
supporting  them,  than  those  w  ho  huxc  no  such  in- 
stitutions. Where  their  inlluejice  is  not  felt,  it 
costs  nmre,  tenlold  nH)re,  to  support  the  crimes 
und  their  consequences  that  prevail,  than  it  would 
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to  support  the  Gospel.  My  hearers,  he  assured 
that  a  people  cannol  a  fford^  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  vitw^  they  caniiot  afford  to  do  witliout  religious 
institutions.  1  know  that  sotae,  in  all  the  to^vns 
ot*  New-England,  some  nniong  uursehes,  consider 
it  burdensome  to  share  in  ilie  expense  of  support- 
ing thein  ;  and  some  too  who  are  accurate  calcu- 
lators :  but  have  they  ever  calculated  how  much 
move  burdensome  it  would  be  to  support  the  ex- 
travagancies, the  follies,  and  the  vices,  Avhich,  Avith- 
out  the  influence  of  these  institutions,  would  in- 
crease and  prevail,  and  inevital)ly  hiy  upoii  them  a 
tax  almost  intolerable  ?  if  any  dou!>t  tlie  position  I 
here  assume,  let  tbesn  dispose  oftheir  estates  and  re- 
move to  a  place  w  here  there  is  no  meeting-house, no 
minister,  no  Sabbath,  no  Sabbatli  School,  no  relig- 
ious means  whatevrr  ;  and  let  them  remain  ttiere 
Jive  jiydvs^  or  one  year  only,  asul  then  return,  and  say 
honestly,  that  it  is  cheaperaml  heller  to  do  tvltJiout 
Gospel  institutions,  and  1  will  acknowledge  that  I 
may  be  in  an  error.  My  hearers,  destroy  this  jileas- 
ant  house  to-morrow  ;  and  tomorrow  tell  your  min- 
ister you  have  no  i'm'ther  need  of  his  services;  and 
dispense  with  the  annual  payment  ol*  seven  hundred 
dollars  for  the  support  of  (jlos[>el  institutions;  and 
inform  your  chihU^en  and  the  rising  generation  a- 
bout  you,  that  the  (irst  day  of  every  week  is  a  holi- 
day, and,  employ  it  as  they  xvill,  (hey  need  fear  no 
more  the  frown  of  God  or  man.  I  low  long,  think 
yc,  before  you  would  need  a  house /a/ i^fr  than  tliis^ 
to  accommodate  the  throng  of  wretched  paupers 


and  their  families,  made  so  by  tlieir  crimes  ;  and 
a  sum  quadrnple  to  that  now  paid  for  Cospel  in- 
stitutions for  their  support?     How  long  belore,  by 
the  increase  of  i^ileness,  intern pei*ance,  gamhlin*^, 
lii^entiousness,  and  general  dissipation  and  crime, 
and  the  decreased  value  of  your  farms,  you  would 
know  and  feel,  to  your  sorrow,  that  you  had  made 
a  foolish  bargain  ?    How  long  liefoi-e  every  pious 
person,  yea,  and  every  sober,  hidusirinns  citizen, 
ivould  feel  he  could  not  live  hi  the  place,  and  hast- 
en out  oi'it?    And  how  long  before  another  pious, 
or  even  decent^  intHvidual  wouhl  conte  in  to  take  up 
his  'abode  with  you,  thougii  he  could  have  given 
him  tlie  very  best  estate  asnong  you  ?     St  cannot 
be  disputed,  by  any  who  Vv  ill  view  the  subject  in  its 
true  light,  that  ti.o  influence  of  the  (lospel  is  (a- 
vorable  to  the  teuiporal  prosperity  of  men  :  that 
it  has  been,  and  is  so,  to  you,  my  hearers,  as  a  com- 
munity, you  cannot  doubt. 

And  is  not  the  same  true  in  relation  to  mo\'nl<i9 
"  Morals  !  morals!"  I  seem  to  liear  some  exclaim, 

wliere  are  the  ntorals  oJ*  a  pe()p!e  more  c»>rrnpt, 
"  tinna  among  ourselves,  notwithstanding  ihe  iiillu- 

euce  of  religions  institutions  ?"  In  nniny  places, 
I  re[)ly  ;  though  it  nuist  be  conceded  tbey  are  1am- 
entuhly  corrupt  lirre.  Proftmity,  licenti  Misness, 
intemp  erance,  Sabhath  breaking,  garobiing,  atid 
their  kindred  iniquities,  exist  here,  yes,  here  niuoivg 
ourselves  !  !  What  then  ?  is  it  thei'efore  trne  that 
"^  the  inlluence  of  Gospel  institutions  is  inetUcaciovis 
on  the  morals  of  men  ?    All  this  immorality  exists 
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liere,  in  despite  oT  these  institutions  ;  and  if  it  ecf^ 
ist  now,  under  the  restraints  of  Gospel  truth,  O, 
how  would  it  flourish,  and  thrive,  and  grow  rank, 
and  hecome  past  enduranee,  were  these  restraints 
all  removed  ! !  Now  it  is  confnied  to,  comparative- 
ly,  a  fezv  ;  and,  compurativelij.  done  in  the  dark^ 
and  in  corners  ;  then  it  would  be  praetised  hy  the 
tnost^  and  stalk  forth  unbhishinj^ly  into  open  day.j 
and  forcibly  obtrude  itself  upon  the  observation  of 
every  passing  stranger^  and  none  would  escape  it^> 
destructive  influence. 

Unless  I  very  greatly  err,  tliere  lias  been,  on  the 
whole,  an  increased  regard  to  religious  institutions 
here,  within  the  twentj-ilve  yeai's  past;  and  1  think 
it  will  be  conceded,  by  every  accurate  and  eandid 
observer,  that  the  morals  of  the  people,  however 
corrupt  they  may  be  now,  have  generally  improv- 
ed, and  that  too  in  no  trifling  measure. 

As  these  institutions  have  been  continued  and 
prospered,  so  the  number  of  professedly  pious  per- 
sons has  increased  :  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
defections  in  the  church,  and  there  will  be  defec- 
tions while  man  is  depraved  ami  fallible,  by  which 
morals  even,  as  well  as  religion,  are  outraged  and 
trampled  upon  ;  still,  a  church,  in  proportion  to 
its  sound  and  lai.thful  members,  is  always  exeicis- 
ing  a  liealthful  influence  in  community— an  influ- 
ence clearly  perceptible  upon  the  morals  of  (he 
j)eo[de.  The  direct  influence  [uit  forth  by  thij^ 
charch  in  favor  of  morals,  by  the  ilistrilmlion  irf 
tracts^  and  by  their  early  vecommcudation  of  the 
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iemperunce  pledge,  wliirli  lias  been,  and  is  felt  by 
many  individuals  and  families  anjong  iis;  and  that 
connected  7Villi  S  thbulli  Schools^  continned  irom 
year  to  jear,  for  nniny  years  past,  bearing  npon  the 
feelings  and  conduct  of  such  numbers  of  the  ris- 
ing generation,  is  an  iniluence  vvliicli  by  no  means 
ought  to  l)e  overlooked.  Isideed  the  church,  wilh" 
out  auij  other  organiziitlon  than  it  lias  already^  he- 
ing  obligated  by  bonds  which  cannot  be  made 
stronger,  will,  as  the  members  arc  faithful,  set  tiieir 
faces  against  all  immorality,  of  cver}'^  name  and 
every  form. 

Most  undeniable  then  is  it,  that  religious  insti- 
tutions are  above  all  price  as  it  regards  the  lempo- 
good  of  individuals  and  communities  :  and  a 
iSecretary  of  the  llonie  Missionary  Society,  writing 
^vliile  on  a  tour  among  the  new  settlements  at  the 
West,  strikingly  substantiates  the  fact,  that  dis- 
criminating and  judicious  men  of  the  world  feel 
and  acknowledge  it.    He  says  : 

Even  the  novcr-failing  thcmo  of  "  the  currency''''  is  scarcely  more  frequent 
in  men's  mouths,  in  the  circles  where  I  have  uiovod,  than  the  question) 
*•  Whi're  can  we  get  a  good  mininlcr  ?"     Thit;      is  not  the  result,"  ho  adds, 
"  of  purely  a  religious  feeling  ;  even  worldly  men,  who  have  any  regard  to  tlio 
auiburtty  of  laio,  and  the  decencies  of  sacieli/,  are  convinced  that  air  evangoL 
"  ical,  pcrroiinent  ministry,  is  essential  to  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  that 
which  is  to  come." 

But  the  salutary  influence  of  religious  institu- 
tions, velatit^e  to  spirit aal  interests^  es[)ecially  de- 
mands our  notice.  I'he doctrines  and  precepts  of 
the  Gospel  have  been  unceasingly  dispensed  to  the 
k..^^  dying  and  accountabh'  population  here,  from  the 
liegimihig.    During  the  twenfy-five  years  post  the 
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clivrrrh  mul  people  I rdvc  li ;u1  lliu'leen  hnvdrcd  ^\ih' 
baths  :  a?ul  on  tlioye  asul  other  occasions,  within 
the  ^wnu)  period,  the  pastor  has  delivered  aiiiong 
them  ahout  two  ilumsaud  and  jive  hnmli'vd  wrillen 
Diseourses,  itu'hidisi<^  hiiXwi^iin  Ihrce  and  four  hun- 
dred on  lusiera!  oceasions,  l>esides  nvAuy  iiii7Vi'iiiciK 
N;i mixers  also  ha\e  heen  preaehed  hy  others,  par- 
tieuhirly  diirini^  tlie  ahsesjee  and  ilhiess  ol'the  j>as- 
tor,  in  times  of  sp«  esal  8  e\  ivah  and  on  many  otiier 
oeeasions  ;  so  that  m>t  h'Ss  than  ihree  ihous  iinl 
Gospel  sermons  have  been  delivered  here  wiihiia 
tlir  quarter  of  a  centary  past  :  n<»r  have  they  iseen, 
throu  i;h  the  agency  of  the  Divine  8pii*it,  with<uit 
savin<^  efieet  upon  the  hearts  and  lives  of  man}. 
Ill  sides  those  who  have  been  essentially  benentted, 
thru  were  not  uumljered  Avith  the  visible  ehureh 
lu^ri!,  hiasiy  luive  beesi  led  to  aeksjcnvledj^^e  openly. 
In  a  pniilic  professioh,  their  attatdnnent  to  the  ro- 
li;i;ion  ol'  Christ.  Of  the  number  that  eoiistituted 
the  ehureh  t  the  time  of  its  organizatioYi.  and  the 
additi(uis  made  to  it  prrvious  to  Mr.  Judsoit's  min- 
istry, tlu^re  are  no  records  :  dui'in**;  his  miiiistry 
slvljj  wei*e  added.  At  the  ti  ne  of  my  settlemeui 
tliei-e  were  in  this  ehureh  c'^j^'Iitij-jlve  nm  ubers.— 
During  the  twenty-five  ^ears  past  /onr  huudved 
and  lliiriij-slr  have  been  added  ;  three  hmulred  and 
Ji  ftjj'four  f  II  profesHioii,  the  others  by  lettes*  :  and 
Jive  huiidreil  and  tlurttf  one  have  h  en  bapihud  ; 
one  hundred  and  se^Htntij-two  adulis  and  three  Jinn" 
dred  and  fiftij-nhie  eliildren,  xVI'ter  iledueting 
ninetif-one  removed  by  death,  seven  by  exeomiuu- 
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iiiciiti(Hi,  and  one  Inindtid  asid  eii'hiij'iwo  hy  tlis- 
ivMssioji  to  other  eluircii^  Sj  theiT  yet  I'einuiu  hvo 
hiuidved  and  forty-tmc,  nearly  three  (}r,ies  the 
iuiiH!)er  heh>ii'.;lu?^'  to  the  elmreh  in 

'i'he  years  181  1,  'iS.ind  'IG  wese  reuiiirkahle  for 
tlie  interest  lelt  a!rn»n<^- the  peopU^  here  rehuive  to 
the  salvation  oT  thesoid  llursnii;  ih  ^  period  llierc 
^vere  addcul  to  the  ehiireli  niitetii-scven  nieuiijers  ; 
in  1811  hveniij  ;  in  IS  15  hveuly  one  ;  in  iSii)  Jlfiy- 
si,v.  AntUher  like  se;ison  eonuneneed  in  1821, 
^vhile  tlie  pastor  was  delivei'ih!^,' a  eonneeted  series 
of  doclrnial  diseoni'ses,  nnd  extejuled  in(o  1823  ; 
dus'injj;'  whieh  oiie  hnudved  (tud  J[py-eight^  s'lJi^hj 
oT  whom  were  Iu  jhIs  of  Itiniirn^s  were  admilled  ; 
nhieln-niiu  iA  iUvm  on  the  sttsne  dnif.ylz.  Mw  22d, 
1822  ;  Jlftji-Hlr  of  wlnnn  took  upon  them  liie  seal 
of  the  eoveitant  in  the  ordisianeeoT  hajjlism.  An- 
other like  season  tieeurred  in  1827,  the  frnsls  of 
>vhieh  were  thirty-five  added  to  t!ie  ehureh.  A  <.^ain 
in  1831  the  Spirit  of  the  J^losl  Sli^.i,h  visited  us, 
and  fi  (y  vine  were  aihled  :  in  iS3G  t^vtlve^  wm\ 
fifteen  in  1838.t 

*  Ol'  this  uuihIku*  thirty  are  ahsmf.  ami  /lorutt/  firr  are  conpurd  or  j)r(?voulcLl 
from  iittondin^  public  or(Jin;inc6K,  ]>y  the  iiiiirmitie.s  of  agu  aiul  (lis.- itiij 

t  The  roviv-il  of  1821  '22  and  '23  w  is  prcc-deil,  or  rutlior  (ujimii-.-jiced,  hy 
tlio  adiiii'-sion  of  two  men,  living;  in  different  j)arts  of  llic  town,  oiie  of  iliom  a. 
gcd  ei<;  htii-fiOf  and  tlio  otlic.r  srV'  iiti/-Si.v  ijaitiiiiffit  individual  adniitlcd  was 

t  hirtecn  yiMra  old.  No  speci  illy  licio  intsui;j,  or  nica  jiiri-y,  were  oinplo}  i.d  j(jr 
llio  j)ri)duetion  of  tiicse  [  eculiar  .soa;ionK  The  r/mrrh  was  lir.'-  t  urouMid,  and 
liuuiMctl.  and  (juickenud  to  prayer  and  eil'urL,  under  the  ordinary  adininiytr  tiou 
or  the  truth  T!ien  indeed  they  r  sorLed  to  .seasons  of  favitin;;*  md  prayer,  arid 
rtHyious  conference,  anfl  greater  lidelity  towards  tin;  i lioughll  ,s.s  ;  and  iji  pro. 
.«.a;i.^:J '<.",  i>.»  ihn.  '.unnility  and  aetivdy  in  <lut3'  the  worl^  ]<r();_rn;:  s  d  ainojj[j 
tip  p.'uple.     JNiei[^*;horinj^  pastors,  indeed  liijve  been  invded  to  coino  in  and  la. 
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lIoAV  many  of  tlie  whole  nuniber  adniitled  to  the 
church  ill  these  seasons,  were  really  new  creutures 
in  Christ  Jesus,  the  ju^ignieiit  duy  w  ill  tell ;  luit  that 
the  institutions  of  the  liospel,  thr{»ugh  the  almighty 
energies  of  the  Holy  Chost  sent  down  from  heav- 
en, have  been  instrunsental  here  of  the  rencAva!  of 
many  hearts,  and  the  sanctifieation  of  many  lives, 
not  the  bitterest  enemy  of  our  holy  religion  ansong 
us  will  sol)erly  deny.  If  they  have  not  pnidueed 
all  that  has  been  cl  iinied^  all  that  luis  U i^c.u  profess- 
ed even,  yet  they  have  |)i'odu<i.Ml  mnch  ;  ihat  even 
Avliieh,  in  many  instances,  wiii  be  lounil  in  the  end 
more  valuable  than  enipires,  more  valuable  than 
worlds. 

Look  also  at  the  salutary  influence  of  G  ospel  in- 
stitutions here  for  twenty-live  years  |)ast,  thvouj,h 
the  inslrnmcutaHty  of  those  tvho  htrvc  felt  their 
poivei\  Nearly  two  hundred  mdividuals  who  have 
gone  out  from  us  are  scattered  abroad  in  evj;ht  dif 
ferent  States  ;  and,  h\  proportion  as  tlu'y  an-  faith- 
ful to  their  covenant  vow  s,  and  actuated  by  the  spir- 
it of  their  IHvine  Master,  tliey  are  jnviuii*  their  in- 
fluence  to  the  cause  of  virtue  and  piety  among  their 
felhnv-nn'U-  Of  these,  el^hl^  from  a  neighboring 
town,  where  the  rongicgalional  Church  had  be- 
come utterly  extinct,  and  where  the  pastor  of  thh 


l)Or  ;  and  ihero  has  boon  one,  and  but  one,  protracted  ineetin[;.  and  that  but  of 
four  days,  among  us,  which  was  in  1H31  ;  but  ihat  was  not  had  till  tlio  spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  evidently  moving  on  the  hearts  oi"  numboia,  especially  among  llni 
members  of  the  B  Lie   ('las>,   tlien  consisting  oi"  one  Jiundicd   uri'-'  pirf'/ 
^v)lich  about  forirj  expressed  a  hope  oi"  renewing  grace. 
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cliiirch  tVeqiieritly  labored,  who  lli'st  iniited  with 
us,  we  disiiiissed  tog^  llier,  to  be  organized  with 
others  into  a  chureli  there.  Two  of  these*  have 
been,  lor  many  years,  dtacons  oi  that  chureh,  now 
consisting-  of  more  than  s'urhj  members,  and  Ikeir 
iiilhienee  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  holiness  has 
uh-eady  been  lelt  by  niauy,  and,  it  is  believed,  7vill 
he  lelt  by  uku'C  \n  t'utui'e  ^generations.  Through 
their  exainpU;  and  eiVorts,  asul  that  oT  others,  and 
especially  oTdv^voted  pastors,  the  cljureh  continues, 
a  ligbt  and  a  blessing  to  many  around  them.  God 
grant  it  may  never  be  without  faithful  ministers 
and  membei's,  by  whose  piayers  and  labors  a  life- 
giviiig  influence  ma}^  go  forth  to  e\ery  generation^ 
down  to  the  end  of  time. 

Five  individuals  who  first  stood  as  professors  of 
religion  in  this  church, f  vvithm  the  twenty-five  years 
past,  have  become  preachers  of  those  doctrines  they 
Siere  pi'ofessed  :  and  one  other4  eminently  promi- 
sing, has  been  prevenled  from  entering  on  the  same 
work  only  bv  the  arrest  of  death,  while  but  just  in 
the  b'oom  and  v  igoi*  ol'  his  days. 

Prompted  l>y  the  in(luenc(;  of  tlio  Gospel,  the 
chujTh  has  paid, Within  twenty-five  years  past,  out 
of  the  Church  rveasunj^  exclusive  of  the  expense 


^-  Au(lr(!w  Dacon  and  Stophuii  Carver,  of  Egrcmont.  The  voiitu-able  Aaroti 
Kitniii  wab  i)rD-ciiiiacntly  iu^ilrmntjiilal  in  the  rc  cstablisliment  of  Gospel  insti« 
tulion-s  in  I'^greinont. 

I  Cliester  Dovvey,  fgrnicrly  a  profo.s.sor  in  \Villianis  Collcjrc  ;  Loiing  D.  Dcv/. 
ny  ;  ('yrus  Byingt(ni,  now  iniKsioiiaiy  aniony'  llio  Clioc,lavv't>  ;  Norman  Kolloggj, 
lio^v  in  l\liclu<ran  ;  aiul  K   \V .  K(.;lloLr;r,  at  Auburn. 

)  CunilorL  Sparl^s,  a  {jraduatt;  ut  \\  illinin;,  and  u  l)i:iicfifi;uy  of  (ho  Auiorican 
IJducatioJi  yoLuefj'. 

I» 
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oftlieir  communion  seasons,  for  tiirir  poor,  for  the 
aid  oi  pious  ^oungnicn  [n  t  j»arni<>;  for  the  nkinistry, 
lor  Sa!>!)jitii  school  liooks  ami  olhcr  puhhealions 
for  the  piouiotion  oT  trutii  and  holiness,  anti  lor 
the  supply  of  the  de^k  duriii^^  the  pastor's  ilhiess 
and  absei»ee,  about  four  lumdrtil  dull  trs  :  and,  in 
connexion  with  the  juoph  ,  s.nee  the  year  1825,  in 
adilition  to  what  tiiey  i»ad  j)reviously  done  for  the 
same  or  similai*  objects,  to  aid  the  designs  oT  the 
Amei'ican  Hsble,  and  l<'oreiii;n  Missionary  Societies, 
a!)<uit  ilivec  tlLnnsiind  dfdlnrs^  and  much  I'or  the  oh- 
jects  of  tin*  Kdnciitton,  Home  Missionni-y,  Tract, 
8e.< man's  Friend,  ('-  ionization,  and  ^fnbbatli  School 
Societies  ;  and  sosnetbniii;  lor  many  oliiey^  objects 
oi'  i)e:ievokuiee.  For  tbe  last  tlii'ee  years,  the  con- 
tributions in  the  coiig-rei^ation  tor  the  various  ob- 
jects have  ;een  about  ihirtren  hundred  doUdrs^nv- 
er;jgingover  four  lim  drcd  a  year. 

in  connexion  with  these  eilbrts  of  a  j)ecuniary 
nature,  prayei's  lor  tbe  [U'nsperity  ofZion  bare  l»ere 
ascended;  particul.irl  v  in  llie  moulhh/  couceri,  coin- 
UH'nced  \\f  accordance  with  a  vo(e  of  tbe  cluiich, 
September  1st,  18  15,  ami  lield  at  the  comnu  nee- 
nnnit oi' each  nM>nth  lo  in*-  presera  tlnH%  and  at  the 
aimual  season  of  prayer  for  the  seminaries  ol  learn- 
injj^,  l>esi<les  other  ordinary  and  e\traordinai'y  sea- 

SO!iS.^ 

Some  years  since  the  church  pledged  itself,  by 


* 'riiurs(l;i3^  o\ni)ainijf  (»f  oach  wooU  liaH  boon  obaervud  aa  !i  hoason  of  prayer,  fs- 
I'ocially  lor  Oivino  injlucnccs  u\n)n  thiu  cUurcU  aiiu  p.'oylu,  lor  ujore  lliui!!  30  yoart. 


a  formal  vote,  io  sustain  the  SnltUath  School  in  this 
congregation,  w  hich  it  has  since  done  IVoni  year  to 
year,  and  which,  in  some  of  the  hist  seasons,  has 
contaified  between  t^vo  (iml  iliree  hnndved  schohirs  ; 
under  six  male,  including  ttn*  pastor,  and  six  fe- 
male siijierintendiints,  wilh  a  librarian  ami  secretary, 
and  liclwecn  thivly  and  fori y  teachers  Connected 
with  it  is  a  library,  repienivhed  from  time  to  time 
by  the  united  conlributions  of  the  church  and  con- 
gregation, consisting  (tl  fiom^sevcn  to  nine  hunch'cd 
books.  A  Hible  chibs  Sias  dso  been  sustained  by 
the  pastor  of  the  eliurch,  during  the  w  inter  season, 
at  the  intermission  ol*the  public  exercises,  for  nine 
consisting  of  from  on<  hiiinlred  and  jifty  to 
hiU)  hundred  individuals,  of  all  ages,  over  ten  years. 

Such,  in  the  review,  is  the  past:  and  now,  God 
requireth  that  which  is  past."    Consider  then, 

II.  What  becomes  us  in  view  of  God's  past 
dealings  with  us  ? 

Surely  we  must  ieel  that  there  is  an  imperious 
demand  upon  us  i\>r  ^;raiUnde. 

It  we  consiuer  cml^  the  ^^^  ^<^^/^•*  au<l  preserving 
voodnesb  of  Ood  tovv^ards  us,  out  of  what  rock 
must  that  lieart  be  f  u  nud  whi(  h  does  not  melt 
Willi  grateful  emotiiuis  towards  our  b  until ul  and 
imwearieU  Benelaelor  ! 

Bui  how  much  gi eater  occasion  for  gratitude 
have  we  that  our  lot  has  fallen  w  here  the  only  rem" 
i'd.j  Vor  liie  igiu)iance  and  mi;  cry  of  man,  the  glo- 
riouo  Gtfspeh  wilh  ii.s  wi^ic  institutions  and  happy 
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influeuees,  has  been  had  iVom  the  first  settlement 
of  the  place  :  Avhcre  one  generation  after  another 
has  felt  its  |»ower,  in  restrain ii»g  tlie  unliallowed 
passions  of  men,  in  elieeking  vice  and  prom])ting 
to  virtue,  and  in  making  men,  comparatively,  so- 
ber, industrious,  forbearing,  and  alVectionate  ;  and 
thus  securing  an  exalt*  d  measure  of  temporal 
prosperity  and  rational  enjoyment.  Is  tbere  not 
a  call  up(»n  us  too  lor  uiifeigned  thanksgiving  to 
God,  tlrat  this  church  and  people  have  been  so 
little  given  to  chtnige  relalive  to  tJu  'u*  rdii;'wus 
teachers  ;  tljus  avoi  ing  contention,  unnecessary 
expense,  and  evils  innumerable  ? — and  that  tliey 
have  been  blessed  \vith  such  a  degree  ot'  peace  and 
union  as  to  C(>nti«uie  to  this  day  in  one  society  ? 
Look  at  places  where  it  has  not  been  thus.  What 
heart-risings,  Avhat  feuds,  what  protracted  and  ex- 
pensive litigations  even,  Iiave  often  arisen  in  con- 
nexion and  in  consiuju<*nce  ! — :in  I  how  diHicult,  in 
many  instances,  for  either  of  the  divisions  to  sup" 
port  ti*e  regular  administj'ation  of  the  Gospel  !— 
Union^  my  Iriends,  umon  is  strength  ;  and  other 
things  being  equal,  it  is  full  ol  blessings.  Not  in- 
deed that  union  is  to  be  secured  at  the  sacrifice  of 
truth  and  duty  :  for  there  may  be,  there  are^  cir- 
cumstances, in  which  it  is  not  only  expedient,  but 
obligatory,  on  a  church  and  peoph^  to  divide  ;  but 
it  is  imwise,  because  exceedingly  injurious,  only  for 
some  comparatively  trilling  reasons,  to  do  this  : 
and  this  church  and  people  have  great  occasion 
ii;ratitudc  that  chxum stances  have  never  been  per- 
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mitted  hero  to  arise  Avhich  rendered  it  necessary 
for  them  to  dh  ide  into  s(  parate  societies 

But  (jlod  has  not  o\ibj  and  continued  unin- 

terruptedly the  means  of  grace  here,  hut  lias  ac- 
companied these  menus  with  the  enicacious  influ- 
ences of  his  Spirit.  For  these  iniluences,  christian 
friends,  you  si.^hed,  \ou  prayed,  you  importuned 
and  ngomzcil  in  prnyer,  with  many  hitter  cries  and 
tears.  And  when  the  hlessinjj;*  seemed  to  delay, 
putting'  yourselves  in  tlie  dust  deeper,  and  still 
deeper,  you  persevered  in  prayer  ;  and  eventually 
it  %vent  up  to  the  throne  of  the  eternal  (iod,  and 
he  came  hy  the  energit»s  of  his  Spirit,  comforting 
and  encouraging  his  people,  howing  the  hearts  of 
sinners,  and  hringing  great  companies  of  old  and 
young  to  suhscrihe  with  their  liands  to  tlie  Lord. 
Oh  !  what  scenes  were  tfiese  !  And  can  we  reyie^7 
them,  and  not  haviM>ur  liearts  fdl,  and  expand,  and 
overflow,  with  gratitude?  ?  Especially  those,  who, 
in  these  seasons,  or  in  any  sejison  [lor  the  time  of 
the  conversion  of  one  soul  is  a  ^•eason  of  the  Sjjir- 
it's  work]  were  made  suhjccts  of  renewing  grace, 
are  under  prculinr  (d)ligMh()ns.  Asid  how  do  such 
view  th(^  |i;ist?  (Mi  !  ihink  in  wluitstJite  Gt«d  found 
you  !  "  liookunio  th(^  rock  w  hence  ye  w  ere  hewn, 
and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  ye  were  digged;'' 
and  contemplate  thnt  ma(chless  grncc  which  open- 
ed your  eyes  upon  your  guilt  Jind  ruin,  nnd  led  you 
to  suhmit  at  the  I'eetol*  Jesus.  What  hns  tlie  past 
been  lo  you,  hut  a  season  of  the  rirhest  blessings  ? 
a  season  of  awakening  IVom  your  long  sleep  of 


death  ;  of  redemption  fVoin  the  reigning  poAver  of 
sin  in  your  soul  ;  of  deliveranee  from  the  curse  of 
Cod's  viohited  hiw  and  ivmn  endk'ss  perdition  :  a 
season  in  which  a  sense  of  pardon,  peace  and  joy 
sprung  up  in  your  soul  ;  and  hope,  tisrough  the 
merits  of  a  reikeming  (iod,  shed  light  as.d  gh)ry 
on  your  future  patii,  aiul  aOnrded  you  hlessed  an- 
ticipations of  eternal  felicity  in  heaven  ?  Now, 
God  requires  that  which  is  past  and  can  you 
forget  your  o!>ligation85  or.  laii  to  exert  all  your 
powers  to  live  up  to  thcju  ? 

If  we  think  also  oi'  I  he  good  of  oihcrs^  nnd  recal 
the  numhers  wSm  have  gone  out  from  us,  not  oidy 
as  preachers  of  theCospci,  hut  likewise  as  [)rivate 
christians,  and  their  sahitai'v  inihience  upon  their 
fellow -men  :  if  ^ve  consider  the  sums  contrihuted 
to  do  good  hoth  at  home  and  al)road,  especially  to 
give  the  word  of  Go«l  and  the  messages  ol'  salva- 
tioi»  to  the  destitute  and  to  tln'  he.uhen,  and  scat- 
ter liglit,  and  truth,  arid  holiness  throughout  the 
land  and  the  world  :  und  contemplate  the  hundre<ls 
ol'youlh  and  chihlri^n  ihs(i'uct(  d  in  tln^  l>ihlc  Class 
and  Siildj'ath  8eh(K)l  :  and,  in  short,  survey  all  the 
blessed  means  and  iufhu'iices,  whirh  have  hcen  ex» 
pericnced  hy  us,  and  through  a.%  by  others;  when 
we  recal,  and  tluly  consider,  these  things,  I  say, 
well  may  we  call  upon  our  souls,  and  all  that  is 
within  us,  to  bless  and  praise  the  Lord.  For  tru- 
ly living  for  theae  ends,  we  live  to  some  good  pur- 
pose; — for  our  ow  n  g(MKl,  the  good  of  otlfei^j^jindj 
above  all,  for  the  glory  of  the  Triune  tlod. 


,      ■    ■  ■     '  ^     29  . 

On  a  review  of  the  past  there  is  a  eall  npon  usj 
not  tor  i^M'atitude  only,  hut  also  for  humiliution. 

In  view  of  the  inereies,  anti  prlvih  ges,  and  op- 
portunities, vourhsal'ed  us,  the  very  hcsl  even,  those 
who  have  made  the  most  ijii|)i'ovenient,  may  well 
take  to  themselves  shame  and  eonfusion  of  laco 
before  God  What  pi-o^^ress,  ehristian  friends, 
with  all  our  means  and  priv  ihv.>;es,  ought  to  liave 
been  made  ere  this,  in  pt  rsonal  holiness,  henefilling 
the  communily,  and  gloriiying  (iod,  heycnul  any 
thing*  that  has  lii  en  so  nnieh  asatlempted!  Is  not 
obligation  augmented  in  proportion  to  privileges 
and  opportunities  eoirnnunieated  ?  Oh  !  what  oc- 
casion then  is  there  Ibi'deepand  undisseuihled  hu- 
miliation htdore  Ood.  that  we  have  lived  so  much 
for  ouvstlves  ;  that  we  have  been  no  moie  abun- 
dant in  prayer  and  efforts  for  our  own  good  ami  the 
good  of  others;  that  the  church  and  the  world  are 
iiio  more  benefitted  by  ouv  being  m  them  ;  that  the 
honor  of  God,  our  lleneiactor,  and  of  Christ,  who 
died  to  redeem  us,  has  been  no  nearer  (Uir  heart  ; 
and  that,  going  as  we  soon  are,  into  the  presence 
of  o\ir  Judge,  we  can  give  no  Ijctter  account  of  our 
stewardship  ! 

But  have  any  en^ployed  ////  the  Ixuinties  of  God's 
providence  to  their  own  gratification,  and  entirrly 
misimpi'oved  the  price  put  into  their  hands  to  ob- 
tain divine  wisdom,  surcdy  the  review  to  such  ought 
to  be  most  huniiliating  and  heart  breaking.  My 
dear  liiiarers,  "God  reijuires  that  which  is  [)ast 
the  past  mercies  abused  ;  the  past  means  misim- 
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jiiuvcd  ;  the  past  seasons  lost  ;  the  past  instruc- 
tions unheeded  ;  the  p  ^st  warni;  gs  disregarded  ; 
the  past  strivhigs  ot*  the  spirit  resisted  ;  the  past 
opportunities  of  doing  good  to  yomsehes,  your 
families  and  iellow  ereatures  negleeted  ;  tlie  past 
obligations  to  honor  God,  and  to  gh)riry  Christ, 
%vho  shed  his  blood  for  }onr  r(  demotion,  slighted. 
Oh  !  tliink  again,  I  entreat  you  think  again  ! — 
^Vithin  the  t\vent}-lne  years  past  only,  hirtecn 
hundred  SabhalJLH^  uith  all  their  opj)orlnnities  foi' 
good,  have  gone  belon^  to  testiry  agaiiist  yon  ;  and 
tJiree  Ihonmnd  Gospel  scnnoiis  are  reecnnled  in  the 
book  of  God's  reniejobraiuu*  to  l)e  aeeonnted  for 
in  the  final  daj  ;  and  seven  hundred  calls  from  the 
coffins  rnid  the  graves  i)V  i\v\nii  tvd  relatives  andac- 
qntiintanee.  yvith  op[)oitunities  innninerabh*,  in 
Avhieh  you  might,  in  whieh  yon  ought  to,  have  done 
good,  by  your  exaniple,  yonr  property,  and  your 
pi'ayers,  are  registered  against  yon  ;  a?  (I  in  addi- 
tion, '.ill  the  eoninion  nu  reies  of  (iod's  |)i  ovidenee, 
and  the  sins  of  your  whole  life.  And  now  I  ask, 
uith  the  sin<'erest  desire  I'or  your  best,  yoni*  eter- 
nal good,  ]t07V  you  e  x  pect  to  meet  all  this  ?  iMeet 
it  yon  must  :  and  have  you  not,  in  the  review,  oc- 
casion for  the  deepest  remor  e,  and  the  uiost  pro- 
found humiliation  [)elbre  God  ? 

On  a  review  of  the  past  there  is,  moreover, 
ground  for  encouragement. 

As  God  has  kindly  pre  servcnl  us^  and  ])rovided 
for  us  hitJierto,  so  we  tnay  well  eonfi  le  in  his  good" 
providence  for  time  to  come.    As  to  the  precious 


O  4 

o  1 

iulluenro  of  rcli^'ious  institutions,  may  we  not  still 
expect  its  con  tin  nil  nee  ?  True  indeed  tliere  liave 
been  times  here  in  lormer  years,  and  wiihin  twen- 
ty-five years  past,  when  (hu  k  and  portentous  ch)uds 
liovered  ov»  r  us,  and  h)wcrinii;  tcnq^ests  threatened 
us  ;  hut  (jod  interposed  and  scattered  t!icui  :  and 
still— 

*'  7V(P  Lord  can  clear  the  darkest  skict;, 
"  Cull  jj^ivo  u.s  clay  fur  iiin;lit  ; 
"  ALilu;  dfups  ol'  s:u:i.;(l  .sorrow  rise, 
"  Tu  rivers  of  dcli^j^hL." 

One  hundred  asid  three  years,  not\vithstandini4; 
all  the  imperfections,  errors  and  sins  of  his  people  5 
and  all  the  apathy,  ne;,i;lect  and  h(tstility  of  the  ir- 
reIi*!;ious  ;  and  all  ihe  defects,  inedieiency  ami  iu- 
tes'ruptions  in  the  ministry  ;  and  all  the  chanj^es 
in  l'.sc;iti(»n  jnid  the  ra\ages  of  death  among'  the 
members  of  the  church  and  of  community  one 
liundre<l  an/s  tlu'ce  years,  even  from  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  plac<  ,  has  iUal  sustained  Ids  cause 
here.  .Many  a  time  indeed  has  the  bush  been  in 
flanies,  but  has  never  been  consumed  ;  many  a  time 
has  the  liark  been  to*^sed  on  the  tempestuous 
waves,  but  has  nhvjiys  safely  out-rodi^  the  stoian  ; 
many  a  time  has  (he  spark  iveen  in  the  ocean,  but 
lias  always  been  kept  alive  :  and  shall  we  now,  or 
ut  any  future  tinn*  of  d  trkness  and  doubt,  distrust 
Gofl,  and  han;^'  our  harj)s  on  tlu^  willows  in  dcs- 
pair  ?  Assuredly  not.  Kind  parents  may  indeed 
u»rji;et,  "yet  I  will  not  forget  thcCy  says  Zion's 
Kinj^-  :  "behold  1  have  graven  thee  upon  tlic palms 
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^-  of  my  hands  ;  tliy  Avnlls  are  cosUimiallj  before 
"  me  ;  tliy  chiliiren  shall  not  make  liaste  :  ihou 
"  shalt  he  called,  sought  ouL  a  city  not  forsaken.^^ 
Only  let  the  friends  of  (  hrist,  and  of  reli!4;ious  in- 
stitntions,  be  faithful,  ever  remembering*  that  God 
worltS  by  means,  and  they  mixy  confi  iently  rely  on 
the  Lord  in  the  dai  kest  times,  assured  that  his 
cause  shall  be  sustained,  and  bis  institutions  be 
here  coutin  i  vl.  a  iJ  tii'.Mr  s:dut5iry  inllueuee  be  felt, 
onward,  from  generation  to  gejieration,  even  to  the 
hitest  and  the  last. 

Nor  is  there  Jinyj^round  of  despondency  to  those 
even  Avho  bave  misijujiriived  t!ieh*  nieans  ol'  j^ood, 
unless  indeed  tbey  are  resole  d  to  continue  theu' 
pi'csent  course  uiu  lianj^'ed  till  deatb.  From  p(tsl 
forbearance  and  lonj^  su Tiering  in  Ciod,  yon  may 
yet  have  hope  respectiu-'  Ihe  future,  if  you  uill 
but  arise  aud  act.        Vs  S  live,  sssib  the  Loi'd,  I 

have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but 
'•  that  the  wicked  tui  n  from  liisevjlvjiy  andli\e." 
You  have  tlu  n,  my  dear  be  jm  !-,  st  11  a  space  for 
turning  to  (,Jod,  with  repentance,  and  new  o- 

bedience  ;  but  it  is  the  onhj  space  you  can  have. 
Oh  !  lose  not  this,  lest  you  each  be  constrained  in 
the  end  to  adopt,  with  unutterable  anguish,  the  sad 
lamentation,  The  harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is 
ended,  and  1  am  not  saved." 

Such  is  the  past  ;  and  such  the  gratitude,  the 
humiliation,  and  the  encouragenu'ut  demanded  of 
us  in  view  oi  it.    rermil  no^v  u  few 
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I.  To  the  Church, 

God  has  phieed  you,  ehiistian  friends,  ia  a  sta- 
tion of  great  responsibility.  Much,  very  much, 
depends  on  //on,  under  God,  for  the  conrinuance 
of  Gospel  institutions  here,  not  for  twenty-live,  or 
one  hundred  years  to  come,  only,  hut  during  fu- 
ture generations  down  to  tlie  end  of  time.  Then 
look  well  both  to  your  f(tHh  and  your  practice^ — 
Jldhcve  to  the  doctrines  yon  profess  to  believe^  as 
expressed  in  your  confession  of  faith,  Avithout  Ava- 
vering  ;  for  they  are,  most  manifestly,  the  very 
truths  of  God. 

.  Cultivate  a  spirit  of  love  one  towards  another^ 
and  harmony  among'  yourselves.  A  remarkable 
degree  of  kind  feeling,  peace,  and  concord,  has 
hitlierto  prevailed  in  this  church,  least  for  the 
twenty-five  yeai's  past  ;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  preserve  it.  Tlien  be  not  distant 
and  cold  in  your  intercourse  Avith  each  other,  nor 
seek  out  and  magnify  one  another's  faults  :  and 
especially  let  not  (t  part  of  the  church  adopt  new 
and  doubtful  experiments  for  doim^  good  even,  in 
opposition  to  tlie  opinion  of  the  ether  part,  and 
particularly  of  tlte  older  and  more  experienced 
members  This  is  a  fruitful  source  of  mischief  at 
the  present  day  in  various  portions  of  our  land  : 
and  has  done  more  to  divide  and  break  up  church- 
es, to  distract  and  dismiss  ministers,  aiul  dissipate 
and  destroy  the  good  iniluence  of  religious  institu- 


lions,  tlian  almost  every  thing  besides.  Even 
when  the  object  to  be  attained  is  acknowledged  by 
all  to  be,  hi  itself^  g-ood  and  vaslly  importniit^  yet 
the  mode  of  securing  it  may  be  very  objectionable. 
And  if  it  be  so  veallij.  or  not,  yet  if  it  be  so  in  the 
opinion  of  a  consider  able  portion  of  the  churchy 
then  the  prosecution  of  the  object  in  (hat  mode 
will  most  assuredly  result  in  mutuiJ  coldness,  and 
recrimination,  and  finally  in  open  and  distressing 
divisions.  I  am  indeed  nojirophet  ;  nor  does  it 
demand  a  prophet's  ken  to  foretel  this  event,  for 
who  has  not  seen  it  in  numberless  instances  ?  I 
do  therefore  now  most  solemnly  charge  you,  breth- 
ren ;  and  1  do  most  solemnly  charge  yon^  sisters  ; 
to  guard  against  this  root  of  bitterness,  and  beware 
of  thus  doing  any  thing  to  break,  or  mar  even,  tliis 
golden  chain  of  peace  and  union.  Be  not  hasty 
to  embrace  new  things^  or  adopt  new  modes  of  do- 
ing good.  Listen  tt>  the  divine  vvord^  which  says, 
"  Stand  ye  in  the  old  ways,  and  see  and  ask  for  the 
oW  paths,  where  is  tlie  good  zvay^  ami  walk  ye 
"  therein,  and  ye  shall  find  nvst  for  your  souls." 
Study^  aiid  labor,  and  pray  mucli  and  long,  and 
make  sacrifices  of  feeling,  yea,  of  every  thing  but 
known  duty,  to  "  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace."  Without  this,  religious  insti- 
tutions, if  continued,  will  lose  much  of  their  ener- 
gy and  salutary  inlluence  ;  and  eventually  it  will 
be  written  upon  your  walls,  in  broad  and  blazing 
characters,  "  Thy  glory  is  departed.'^ 

Be  faithful  in  the  ea'ccalionof  discipline,  llc- 
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ligion  in  its  pvirily"*^viU  not  long  flourish,  nor  exist 
even,  where  tlie  laws  of  Clirist  for  the  regulation 
of  his  house  are  unexeeuted.  And  f<jrget  not  that 
every  individual  rnt  niher  of  tlie  cliureh  is  solemn- 
ly hound  by  his  covenant  to  aid  in  this  duty,  "  ac- 
cording to  his  ca|ij,acity,  opportunity  and  station/V 

Maintain  a  failhfnl  observance  of  the  means  of 
grace.  On  this  depends,  instrunii  ntally,  your  ow  a 
advaneenfient  in  knowledge  and  htdiness  ;  and  it  is 
demanded  of  you,  for  the  good  of  others,  md  tho 
glory  of  God.  Then  duly  observe  tlie  SaLb  lih^ 
nor  let  trifles  even  keep  you  from  a  regular  at- 
tendance upon  the  worship  of  God  at  his  house 
Mf'ad  dailij  the  divine  word  ;  neglect  not  the  clos- 
etsustain  the  family  altar;  and  strive  to  keep  a- 
iive  religion  in  your  ois^n  soul,  and  honor  and  ad- 
vance it  among  those  around  you,  by  serious  and 
detumt  conversation  on  all  suitable  occasions. 

Seek  tdso  for  re%nvals  of  pure  religion  ;  with 
these  the  prosperity  of  the  churcli  is  intimately 
connected  :  but  set^k  them  only  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  tho  vi'ord  of  G»)d» 

Forget  not  him  who  /.s,  or  w  ho  may  Z/e,  over  you 
in  the  Lord  ;  but  esteem  him  very  highly  in 
love,"  if  not  for  his  oivn  sake,  yet  for  his  work's 
-  sake  and  let  not  his  heart  ever  faint,  nor  his 
hands  gi'ow  weak,  for  want  of  your  sympathies^ 
your  prayers,  your  counsels,  and  your  efforts. 

Li  t  the  best  interests  of  the  rising  generation  lie 
nc'ir  ijour  lieart.  Youth  and  children  are  the  hope 
of  tho  churchy  and  the  hope  of  the  world.  Seek 
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their  attendanco  at  the  house  of  God,  and  in  tho 
Sabbath  School,  with  tlie  assurance  that — • 

"  Though  seed  lie  buriod  lonj,'  In  duKt, 
.      "  It  ;-jha'rit  deceive  your  liopc." 

Forget  not  the  deslUnte  and  the  heathen  ;  but 
strive,  according  to  yair  means,  to  give  the  Gos- 
pel to  every  creature,  that  men  may  be  saved,  arid 
God  be  gdorifled  through  the  whole  earth. 

In  short,  rea^ulate  your  whole  life  hy  the  imer-^ 
ring  oracles  of  God^  hoping  for  final  acceptance 
with  him,  only  through  the  merits  of  his  co- 
equal Son, 

11.  To  the  Society, 

I  am  persuaded  that  not  an  individual  of  thi§ 
society  is  unconvinced  tliat  the  salutary  influence 
of  religious  institutions  is  worth  more,  unspeaka- 
bly more,  for  this  7Vorld  alone^  than  all  it  costs. — - 
But  when  you  think  of  pardon  and  et<M*nal  salva- 
tion proiiered  and  secured  by  tbe  Gospel,  surely 
you  mustj  estimate  it  above  all  price.  And  if  you 
are  convinced,  that  both  temporal  and  spiritual 
prosperity  have  been  here  secured  by  the  doctrines 
ordinarily  dispensed^  then,  although  sometimes 
these  doctrines  may  seem  unnecessarily  rigid,  yet 
you  will  not,  acting  as  wise  men,  venture  to  ex- 
change them^  for  sentiments  more  lax,  and  more 
easy  and  pleasant  to  the  sinful  heart,  and  more 
consonant  to  the  loose  practices  of  men,  under  the 
apprehension  that  such  would  be  more  cjVectualtq 
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restrain  vice,  promote  virtue,  and  avail  for  tlie  best 
iiiterests  of  the  people.  Would  joii  then  secure 
all  the  blessings  oT  these  institutions  to  yourselves 
while  you  live,  and  to  your  children  and  future 
generations  after  you  ai-e  dead,  be ;  determined 
fully  to  snstciin  them.  For  this  end  ever  be  united 
in  all  your  designs  and  eftbrts.  Always  be  suppli- 
ed, if  possible,  with  the  regular  worship  of  God, 
and  ministration  of  his  word  :  and  let  him  who 
labors  vvitli  you  in  woni  ^nd  doctrine  ever  have 
such  a  support  that  he  may  give  all  his  time  and 
talents  to  his  ofticird  duties. 

Nor  be  satisfied  with  the  regular  devotion  of 
y  -iur  substance,  but  give  also  your  wjlnence  in  oth- 
er  ways  ;  and  especially  by  your  attendance  on  the 
ministraSiouH  of  tlieyvord  nnlh  your  families^iroin 
Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  a  d  by  laboring  to  induce  your 
neighbors  and  acquaintatice  to  unite  with  you  ia 
that  which  is  so  reasonable  and  beneficial.  Per- 
mit not  yourselves  to  have  itching  ears,'*  nor  be 
carried  al)out  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,'*  being 
double  minded"  and  unstable;"  but  be  regular 
and  steadfast  in  your  attendance  at  your  07vn  place 
of  ivornhlp,  lliis  kind  of  support  a  minister  must 
have  from  his  people,  or  his  hands  will  be  weak, 
his  heart  faint,  and  his  iniiuence  small,  however 
great  their  liberality  in  other  respects  ;  and  this  is 
necessary  to  the  gretitest  prosperity  of  the  society. 

Let  the  ehureh  also  ev(  r  have  your  clieerful  and 
g-encrouH  co-operation  in  all  that  is  calculated  to 
(ulvance  the  best  interests  of  the  society  :  in  all 
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that  may  relate  to  the  rei^ular  ministration  of  the 
^vord  ;  to  the  revival^  Irom  time  to  time,  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  singing'  of  the  praises  of  God  in 
the  sanctnavy  ;  to  the  I'eparation  and  preservation 
of  the  house  of  worship  ;  to  the  maintenance  of 
due  order,  and  pro[)riety  of  hehavior  hj  all  in  your 
religious  assemhlies  ;  to  tlie  su|)port  of  Sahhath 
Schools  from  year  to  year;  and  whatever  else  may 
he  needful  to  give  religions  institutions  the  gre^it- 
est  eOect  upon  the  whoh^  cuqinuinity  around  you, 
and  to  send  them  to  tlie  ends  of  the  earth. 

III.   To  the  aged.  ' 

Almost  all  that  were  agi^l  at  the  time  of  my  set- 
tlement here  are  now  dead  ;  and  those,  of  that 
class,  that  still  remain  are  now  just  on  the  brink 
of  the  grave.  Those  w  ho  w  ere  then  in  the  primo 
of  life,  and  are  still  living,  are  now  among  the  aged. 
My  friends,  you  have  passed  through  the  vigor  and 
sprightliness  of  youth,  -and  the  busy,  liustling 
scenes  of  middle  life,  and  one  year  aHer  another 
has  brought  you  near  tiie  end  of  your  days.  Fa- 
thers and  Mothers,  I  can  address  you  but  a  fev»^ 
times  more;  and  lor  yoii,  whom  I  respect  and  love, 
and  reckon  among  my  dearest  Iriends  on  earth, 
-Nvho  were  active  in  fixing  me  here  as  your  spiritu- 
al teacher,  among  w  hom  I  have  liap[uly  lived  and 
reared  my  family,  from  whom  I  iiave  received  a 
constant  succession  of  kindnesses,  and  to  whom  I 
have  dispensed  divine  truth  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury ;  for  yoK,  my  aged  friendsj  1  feel  a  deep,  a 
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very  deep  interest.  A  part  of  you,  and,  oh  1  how 
painful  tlie  tliought,  but  a  part  of  you,  1  see  among 
tlie  professed  people  of  God.  Those  who  havej 
in  truth,  embraced  the  ^reat  salvation  1  congratu- 
late. While  you  are  grateful  that  you  have  lived! 
under  Gospel  light,  and  been  induced  to  improve 
it  for  tile  ren»ission  of  your  sins  and  the  salvation 
of  youi'  souls  ;  now,  as  you  decline  in  vigor  of 
body  and  mind,  and  bend  downwards  to  the  tomb, 
O,  live  looser  to  the  world  and  nearer  to  God  ;  in- 
crease in  watchfulness  and  prayer  ;  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  constantly  increasing  faith  and  hopCj 
quietly  wait  for  a  glorious  immortality. 

But  othei  s  of  you,  aged  friends,  !  fear,  are  to 
the  present  hour  destitute  of  a  well  grounded  con- 
lidence  that  you  ar(^  ])rcpared  to  die  Gould  I  sec 
you,  daring  the  litt*e  tiuie  that  yet  remains,  com- 
ing to  the  Savioui*,  and  pre[)aring  for  his  kingdom, 
O,  how  it  would  rejoice  my  heart!  yea  more,  there 
wajuld  be  joy  amoiig  Hie  angels  in  heavcMi  on  your 
account.  Ami  shall  it  never  be  ?  There  is  ^et  a 
little  space,  "  but  lurw  lillle  m^ne  can  I uow."  O, 
waste  it  not  ;  aged  Fathers  and  Mothers,  waste  U 
not.  Though  God  is  merciful,  still  he  is  just  : 
and  these  sijctij  ov  scventij  years  of  rich  Gospel 
mercies  must  be  accounted  lor  ;  and  shall  it  be 
v»'ith  unutteral)le  anguish  in  your  soul  ?  Must  the 
shadows  of  the  everlasting  evening  gather  round 
you,  aged  friends,  while  yet  you  have  no  hope  in 
Christ  ;  and  the  night  of  chNith  usher  you  into  the 
interminable  darkness  of  despnir  ?    God  forbid. 
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IV.  To  youlli  and  children. 

Among  the  people,  ;iiid  williisi  tills  house,  T  ha- 
hold  II.  nt2V  put m lion.  All  here,  wlio  have  nt^t 
passed  twenty  live  years  of  age,  were  usiborn  at 
the  time  of  my  settlemerU.*  For  the  youn<^  of 
this  people  I  have  ever  felt  a  deep  interest,  and  for 
their  good  have  devoted  mneh  time  aiid  labor. — ^ 
The  elder  part  of  the  commiinitj  will  gradually 
melt  away,  until  they  will  all  disappear;  and  those 
now  young  must  liil  all  the  places  in  the  church 
and  society  now  filled  l)y  others.  And,  my  young 
friends,  I  would  ask,  is  it  not  for  the  best  good  of 
that  community  you  will  sooil  help  form,  as  well 
as  for  your  own  best  good,  to  have,  and  maintain, 
a  character  based  on  anexeuiption  from  all  immo- 
rality, and  the  love  and  practice  of  genuine  virtue  ? 
Permit  me,  then,  to  exhort  you  to  draw  your  rules 
of  life  from  the  inl'allible  standard  of  divine  inspi- 
ration. All  tliat  you  need  to  avoid,  and  all  you 
need  to  embrace,  is  here  laid  down  in  the  plainest 
terms  ;  and,  if  duly  regarded,  will  e^er  guide  you 
in  the  right  path.  But  there  is  another  life  after 
this  :  you  are  destined  to  an  immortal  existence  ; 
and  he  builds  too  low,  who  builds  beneath  the 
skies."  llealize  then  youi*  accountalulity  to  i»od  ; 
the  sinfulness  of  your  heart  and  life;  the  need  you 
have  of  a  cordial  trust  in  Jesiis  Cliiist,  the  only 


*  I  Iiiivo  united  iu  marriaj^o,  witliin  this  town,  durin;^  tho  twe  nty  fivo  yoars 
jKiat,  two  huiidrtid  and  (wcnly  jlvc  coupUi  ;  and  many  of  l.liu  pnoulw  of  iho 
j)ruacnt  goneration  of  youth  and  children  aro  of  liiat  nmnbor.  Of  lato  I  have 
united  iu  marria<;o  some  of  tho  second  i^unoratioji. 
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Saviour ;  and  now^  in  the  morning  of  your  daySj 
prepare  for  the  future.  My  young  friends,  many 
of  you,  by  and  by,  ^vill  gath&r  round  my  lifeless 
remains,  and  follow  tliem  to  the  grave,  where  you 
also  must  eventually  lie.  Should  you  disregard  all 
the  instructions  yon  have  had,  and  tnay  yet  have^ 
^vliat  occasion  will  there  then  be  for  you  to  exclaim, 

llow  have  I  hated  instruction  ;  and  my  heart 
"  despised  reprool* ;  and  have  not  obeyed  the  voice 

of  my  teacher,  nor  inclined,  mine  ear  to  him  that 
^•instructed  me!"  Bat  when  you  meet  all  the  in- 
structions of  ministers,  of  parents,  of  sabbath  scliool 
teachers  ;  and  all  the  warnings  of  tlie  word  and 
providence  of  God,  and  meet  them  unimproved, 
O,  wlio  can  imagine  even  the  anguish  with  which 
you  will  then  be  overwhelmed  ?  Kemember, 

Cod  recjuiretli  tliat  which  is  past;''  past  mercies, 
past  warnings,  past  sius  ;  all,  all  will  be  remem- 
bered, and  come  into  your  final  account :  "Behold 

now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold,  now  is  the  day 

of  salvation  :"     to-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voicCj 

iiarden  not  your  bearts." 

V.  To  ilic  whole  Con ^j:re<ra lion. 

It  is  matter  of  deep  solemnity  to  live  where  tho 
Eible,  the  Sabbathj  ilw  preaching  of  the  Gospel, 
and  all  the  means  of  grace  are  within  your  reach  : 
and  when  you  stand  at  the  judgm  ent  seat  of  Christ 
how  diiferenfc  will  be  the  rcviev/  Irom  that  we  have 
i'dlMi  XO'iluy  !  Then,  hov/  tremendouBly  solemn 
.  will  it  bo  to  have,  not  twenty-live  years  only,  but 
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a  wholo  life,  spent  in  a  land  of  religions  moans 
and  opportunities,  to  answer  for.  I  do,  therefore, 
call  upon  all  to  iuiprovo  their  privileges  while 
they  have  them.  Those  tupecialli),  hce  prenent 
to-day.  ivlio  are  not  accustomed  to  attend  on  the 
worship  of  God  in  the  Giinctnarij,  i  do  now  most 
nfteetionately  invite  und  entreat  to  consider.  You^ 
my  friends,  in  common  wilh  others,  enjoy  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good  throu«>fi  the  iniluenee  of 
religious  institutions  ;  and  yel,  in  nep;!eetin<^'  to 
give  countenance  and  suppoi  t  to  these  institutions, 
your  conduct  is  cahniiated  to  roh  yourselves,  your 
families,  and  the  comniur»ity  around  you,  of  a!i 
this  good.  Should  fill  the  people  do  as  you  do,  in 
this  matter,  in  what  a  degraded  and  wiu'tehed  con- 
dition would  they  mon  be  !  If  you  would  hutdu» 
ly  consider  the  injurious  tendency  of  your  prac- 
tice, as  it  regards  the  best  inteiests  of  yourselves 
asid  others,  in  this  tvorld  only^  it  sliouhi  seem  tliat 
nothing  could  prevent  you  from  breaking  through 
this  pernicious  habit  ol*  neglecting  the  house  and 
Tvorsliip  of  God  on  the  Sal)bath  :  ns  i;;ood  citizens, 
as  friends  to  virtnCn  and  the  fjuiet  :ind  prosperity 
of  community,  you  would  unite  with  others  in  sus- 
taining the  institutions  ol'  the  Gospel  here. 

And  having  now  aji  opportunity,  I  must  remind 
you  that  yon  have  an  immortal  soul  to  be  saved  or 
lost  as  well  as  others  :  and  that  the  day  is  ap- 
proaching when  there  will  be  no  more  Sabbaths  to 
welcome  or  abuse  ;  no  more  sanctuaries  to  llee  to 
or  to  shun  ;  no  more  sermons  to  improve  or  to 
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neglect  ;  when  time  itself  shall  be  no  longer,  and 
you  will  enter  on  the  awards  ol*  eternity.  Duly 
consider  IhcHr  t!un;j;a,  and  suiiily  you  will  he  irre- 
sistihly  iin|K'lied  to  ^^ive  your  eountenunce  and 
support  to  religious  institutions  liere^  and  on  eve- 
ry returning  Sahhath  hasteii  to  this  house  of  God, 
to  learn  your  duty  and  secure  your  salvation* 

And  now,  having  spokc^n  so  freely  of  others,  I 
rnay  be  permitted,  on  an  occasion  so  singular  as 
this,  and  w  hich  I  cannot  expect  to  be  repeated,  to 
say  a  few  things  more  pai  tieularly  of  myself,  and 
then  1  shall  have  done. 

After  having  supplied  the  desk  here  for  about 
three  moiiths,  I  received,  in  July,  18 1 8,  a  vote  from 
this  church,  no  one  opposing,''  and  an  "  unaui* 
iuous"  vote  from  tlie  lirwi>  to  settle  liere  in  the 
work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  :  and  on  the  13th  of 
October  f<d!owing  I  was  ordained.  In  this  world 
of  disease  and  death,  and  in  this  age,  so  remarka- 
bly distinguished  for  the  frequent  dismissions  of 
ministers,  it  is  ntit  without  n/ingled  en)otions  of 
astonishment  atjd  gratitude  that  I  continue  still  in 
life,  arid  iii  tlie  pastoral  ollice  here.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  my  ministry  I  was  w  ith  y<m  in  weakness, 
and  in  fear,  and  in  muvh  trembling  and  all  a- 
long,  during  tlie  twenty  live  years  past,  amidst  the 
labors,  aiixieties  and  respunsibilities  of  Uiy  oflice, 
1  have  found  occasion  to  i  xclaim,  Who  is  sufli- 
cient  for  these  things  ?"  But  in  answer  to  tho 
prayers  of  the  pious  living  and  dead,  "  hitlierto 
the  Lord  huth  helped  mcj"  an.d  1    conthiue  to  this 
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day."  To  you  tlie  vi.^or  of  fiiiiy  yoiitli,  and  the  ri- 
per experience  and  energy  of  my  manlfooil,  have 
been  devoted.  F\Jl(^  iwo  years  irum  my  bh'tli  have 
no>v  elapsed,  nearly  one-lialf  of  \vhi<'ii  has  l)een 
spent  in  labors  for  the  best  interests  of  yourselveSj 
your  kindred  and  your  ehihlren.  That  my  imper- 
fections and  deficiencies  have  beeii  ur.iny  1  am  per- 
fectly aware  ;  stiil  it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  be 
"  an  examph^  to  the  flock,"  to  pi  Jictice  thai  reh'gion 
I  liave  professed  and  preached,  faithfolly  to  dis- 
pense the  unadulterated  trullis  of  C-od,  and  clean 
the  skirts  of  my  garments  iVom  lUv  blood  of  aU 
souls.  In  preparations  for  tlie  desk  on  the  Sab- 
bath, and  otlier  ofllcial  eftbrts  fjom  neighborhood 
to  neighborhood,  and  from  house  to  house,  espe- 
cially in  some  of  the  past  years  rd^  n^y  niinistiy, 
as  you  all  know,  I  liave  not  been  sparing  of  time^ 
labor  or  strength.  In  rimes  of  pi'osperity  and  joy 
I  have  rejoiced  with  you  ;  and  with  you,  when 
Providence  frowned,  I  have  prayed  and  wept. — - 
Especially  around  the  beds  of  the  sick  and  dying, 
and  the  graves  of  departed  relatives  and  friends, 
have  we  together  mingled  our  sighs,  and  prayers, 
and  tears.  With  nuni))ers  of  you  have  I  had  deep- 
ly solemn  and  affecting  interviews  when  you  were 
bowed  down  under  a  sense  of  sin,  and  enquiring, 
vith  heart-rending  solicitude,  What  must  1  do 
to  be  saved  ?"  and  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of 
directing  you  to  that  "  Lamb  of  God,  who  takcth 
away  the  sins  of  the  world."  liespecting  many  I 
can  say,  "  We  have  taken  sweet  counsel  together^ 
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and  walked  unto  the  house  of  God  in  company  f 
and  liad  many  delightlul  seasons  of  comsn  union  at 
the  table  of  our  common  Lor(^4 where  his  banner 
over  us  has  been  h^ve,  and  we  have  obtained  strength 
to  go  on  our  way  rejoicing-  But  these  labors  and 
scenes  must  have  an  etsd  My  eyes  already  grow 
dim,  grey  hairs  are  tldikening  upon  me,  and  all 
the  powers  of  nature  decay  ;  and,  if  continued,  my 
labors  among  you  must  necessarily  be  much  cir- 
£Mimscri!)ed,  and,  at  no  distant  day,  must  utterly 
cease.  But,  brethren  and  friends,  whetlier  my 
continuance  be  longer  or  shorter,  unless  1  am  a  to^ 
tal  stranger  to  the  emotions  of  my  own  heart,  I 
feel  the  deepest  interest  in  your  welfare.  I  am  not 
only  destitute  of  a  single  feeling  of  animosity  to- 
wards an  individual  of  this  [leople,  but  am  possess- 
ed of  an  atlectionate  good  will  to  you  «//.  1  hiuo 
never  while  among  you,  during  the  whole  twenty- 
five  years  [>;>st,  received  from  any  individual  what 
J  supposed  to  be  the  least  personal  insult  or  abuse  ; 
and  if  I  have,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  mann(^r,  in- 
juretl  any  one,  in  relation  to  his  property,  his  char- 
acter, or  his  feelings,  I  sincerely  regi'et  it,  and  do 
now  crave  his  forgiveness.  i^Sy  feelings  compel 
me  to  ;idd,  that  many,  and  great,  and  unceasmg^ 
have  been  the  expressions  of  kindness  I  have  re- 
ceived Iron^  numl)ers  of  this  church  and  people 
since  I  have  been  with  you,  Not  only  has  my 
stipulated  salary  been  annually  paid,  and  conside- 
rable sums  contributed  to  give  me  a  life-nicmber- 
ship  in  the  American  Bible,  J^ducatioUj/rract,  and 
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otUer  kinilred  Societies  ;  but  occasional  donatiouB 
from  numbers,  and  especiiillij  from  the  fe mules  at 
a  yeavhj  visitatloi^^iwi^  been  made,  much  to  my 
encouragement  and  comfirt,  and  tbar  of  uiy  fami- 
ly, commencing  at  the  t  nie  of  my  settlement, and 
continuing  for  the  whoh^  of  the  twenty-live  years 
past,  dow  n  to  the  present  time  ;  and  I  am  con- 
strained to  say,  the  last  aner-  l»y  no  means  tho 
least/^ 

lieceive  my  most  cordial,  thanks  for  every  ex- 
pression of  kindness  towards  me  and  mine,  by 
which  the  asperities  of  !ife  have  been  lessened  and 
my  pilgrimage  greatly  cheered.  And  may  He, 
who  gave  you  the  means  and  the  disposition,  and 
whose  liands  are  f u  1  of  !)lessings,  reward  you  a 
thousand  fold,  and  confer  his  lavors  upon  you.  and 
your  children^  so  far  as  it  will  be  best,  without 
iiicasiu'c  and  without  end. 

While  you  live,  and  1  am  a  subject  of  prayer^ 


''At  tlio  tiiuo  of  my  scttlcuicnt,  iji  1813,  I  re(;(3ivcul  from  tho  chiacli  and 
people  u  donation  of  four  hundred  ditllars,  rui.scil  by  buhhicription.  A  low 
inouths  afterwalrds,  whon  I  cotniiicnced  liouKO-keopirig,  articles  lor  conveiiienco 
and  support,  to  a  very  considerable  amount  in  va  uc,  wore  {^onerously  brouglit 
in.  At  the  time  ot  building,  in  1821,  in  provihions,  money,  lumber,  nail:;^ 
Blonc,  lul)or,  »Itc  iS^c.  Homo  Immlrod.s  ol'  dolbir.s  were  contributed.  At  an  un- 
luuil  visitation  of  the  liudjo.s,  (lie  lieuri  of  myscdi'  and  iiuiiily  Iuik  biicn  {.Mcatly 
clioorod,  and  tho  lueaiiH  liviiij^  iner«ju!sed,  by  their  liberality.  In  1831  I  re- 
ceived as  a  donation  from  lltc  Hiblc  Class  artielen  lur  clotiim;^,  worth  betwi;ea 
thirty  and  forty  dollars.  From  year  to  year  a  portion  of  viy  fuel  has  bev'U  a. 
gift  Irom  the  people  ;  and,  besides  many  oecasional  acts  of  bcneficcnco  I'roia 
iiidiciduals,  exprestiivo  of  great  kindiit  ss  und  gcn'-rosity,  I  received,  durini^  the 
laul  month,  to  repair  the  recent  lo.sa  of  u  horse,  about  swenft/  doilara.  JOspe. 
i;ially,  yinee  the  great  rise  of  the  articles  vj  living,  which  huH  borne  ■  o  p.^w- 
crfnlly  upon  tsalary  men,  the  peojile  have  maiiile.sted  a  Kinrit  of  Jundne.sa  aiid 
generoaity,  which,  ivith  economy,  1ms  counleracled  almost  cutirijly  the  nrctihiuro 
uf  tlio  timet;. 
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let  me  have  an  interest  in  your  supplications.—* 
When  yon  come  to  the  throne  of  grace,  in  the  pub- 
lic and  social  nieelin*»-,  or  aroi|J^  the  family  altar, 
or  bow  before  your  God.  Avherrno  eye  but  liis  be- 
hokls  you,  O,  then,  hear  me  on  your  heart,  as  a 
minister  of  the  Ciospel,  as  a  pi'piessed  christian,  as 
a  sinful,  dyinj^,  accountable  creature,  that  God 
^vould  remember  me  in  mercy  relative  to  all  my 
necessities  in  this  v.  orld,  and  those  of  the  world  to 
come.  i 

And  now,  grateful  to  God  that  T  have  had  a  dis- 
position and  ability  to  prepare  this  review,  and  op- 
portunity and  strensijth  to  present  it  to  so  nuiuy  in 
this  house  to-  lay,  my  sincere  desire  is  that  the  re- 
sult ol'  it  liiay  1)0  the  good  of  this  church  and  so- 
ciety in  gcntral,  ami  the  special  gt)od  of  every  in- 
dividual :  and  my  m,>st  ardc  »t  prayer  isj  that  the 
peace  and  haruiony  which  have  subsisted  between 
us,  in  so  great  a  measure,  and  for  so  many  years^ 
may  be  continued  and  strengthened  even  w  hile  life 
lasts  :  and  especially  that  (IkiI  reU^iou,  which  some 
of  us  profess,  may  be  accept,  d,  and  loved,  and 
praciised,  by  itll  ;  jukI  all  at  ^jst  together  possess 
its  iwards,  through  grace,  in  the  world  of  purity, 
and  glory  above. 

"  Beyond  the  narrow  v;ilc  of  liiuf, 
"  Wlicic  bright,  telcvstiiil  iij^n-s  roll  ; 

I'o  ecunofj  eternal,  sccnoy  subiiuif-, 
"  Sht  points        way,  and  leads  the  soul. 

:p      .  ^  "  Baptised  Willi  her  rcncwinj^f  fire, 

*'  May  xof  tlio  erown  of  j^lory  gain  ; 
'  "  R\iH),  w'hoii  the  hustw  of  heaven  expire, 

"  And  rc'jMi  with  Oou,  forever  reign."  , 
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